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From British to 

Cosmopolitan
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be in another country. That is 
the divide between small-town 
Canada and the country’s third-
largest city.

A mere half a century ago, 
Vancouver was regarded as the 
archetypal city of the British 
Empire. My mother recalls the 
coronation of Queen Elizabeth II 
in 1952. She and her entire class 
of public school children had to 
walk several blocks to take part 
in the celebration. Today, signs 
of the Queen’s reign and British 
rule are few and far between. 
Vancouver has become a city 
more Asian than British, while 
Canada has gone in one lifetime 
(my parents’) from a British do-
minion to a junior version of the 
United States.

It is true that Vancouver was 
never an exclusively white city. 

The Vancouver International Film 
Festival (VIFF), now in its 27th 
year, gives the local moviegoers 
options beyond overly-publicized 
titles, overstated celebrities and 
predictable storylines. Shatter-
ing our individualistic take on 
life, the VIFF promises a wave of 
poignant themes, explored by 
different directors around the 
globe.

“It is a window to the world,” 
said Alan Franey, festival director 
since 1988. This year, VIFF boasts 
322 films from 60 countries. About 
150,000 viewers are expected to 
attend the screenings. 

The VIFF will hold its Opening 
Gala on September 25 and the 
Closing Gala on October 10, 2008. 

According to Franey, it was 
hard to choose films that will be 
shown for the two events. “We 
look for films that have a good 
appeal for sponsors and gen-
eral audience,” he explained the 
festival’s challenges to find two 
pictures that are “broadly enter-
taining.” 

Interestingly, the film selected 
to open this festival of sights and 
visions explores the horrors of 
sightlessness. Fernando Meire-
lles’s Blindness is based on a novel 

by Portuguese Nobel Prize recip-
ient José Saramago. Meanwhile, 
Laurent Cantet’s The Class will be 
closing the festival. This Cannes 
Palme d’Or winner, said Franey, 
is an “engaging film about a mod-
ern issue.”

“The heart and soul of the fes-
tival is in the range of the films,” 
Franey said, noting the tendency 
of some viewers to flock to the 
opening gala and not come to the 
other screenings. For the full ex-
perience of the wealth of the fes-
tival, let’s peek through some of 
its series. 

The section Cinema of Our 
Time is a gamut of award-win-
ning masterpieces and up-and-
coming pictures waiting to be 
recognized. Cannes favorites, 
like Nuri Bilge Ceylan’s Three 
Monkeys (Best Director), abound 
in this series. And if it’s not the 
award that will lure viewers to 
the cinema, it will be the story 
behind the stories, as in the case 
of Matteo Garrone’s Gomorrah 
(Grand Prix). This Italian entry 
is based on an exposé by Robert 
Saviano, who, being under police 
protection, had to be snuck into 
the theater to watch the film. 

The VIFF has been hosting 
Asian Films through the Dragon 
and Tigers series since 1985. With 

the incentive of the Dragons and 
Tigers Award for Young Cinema, 
viewers are guaranteed fresh 
narratives from new directors. 
Nominated films have seeming-
ly low-key plots that zoom in to 
deep issues: from a girl-outcast 
facing off pedophiles in Yoko-
hama Satoko’s German + Rain to 
drag queens’ road trip to beauty 
queen aspirations in Charliebebs 
S. Gohetia’s The “Thank you” 
Girls. 

Under the Canadian Images se-
ries, 100 films were chosen from 
600 submissions. The Canadian 
Images programmer Terry McE-
voy, along with the associate pro-
grammer Sarah Muff, undertook 
the selection process. To McEvoy, 
the experience was “difficult and 
thankless, but at the best of times, 
fascinating and eye-opening.” 
This series opens with Charles 
Martin Smith’s Stone of Destiny, a 

by  caRl coPIthoRnE

In 1994, I left my hometown of 
Port Alberni on Vancouver Is-
land for the “big city” of Van-
couver. I could have gone to To-
ronto, and to this day I wonder 
if I should have done that, but in 
the last fourteen years, I have 
made Vancouver my home and 
I have got to know it quite well.

Perhaps the most important 
change for me in coming to this 
city was its ethnic diversity. 
Now when I go back to Port Al-
berni I am aware of how white 
this small BC town tends to be. 
Of course, PA has two important 
native bands and a large Sikh 
community, but it stands out 
that there are no black people, 
no Muslims, and no Orthodox 
Jews wearing yarmulkes. Al-
though Vancouver is less than 
three hours away, it may as well 

So Many Worlds, So Little Time

Vancouver International Film Festival
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The Chinese and Japanese have 
been an integral part of its popu-
lation almost as long as it has ex-
isted. In many ways, it is as much 
an Asian city as a Western one. 

It has been said of Vancouver 
that it has no ethnic character 
except for its Chinatown. I do 
not know if I agree with that 
characterization. Definitely, 
Chinatown is one of the most 
distinguishing features of this 
city. And yet, it is part of a 
legacy of segregation and co-
lonialism, harking back to the 
period when the Chinese were 
a super-exploited section of the 
working class, severely lim-
ited by racist laws and forced 
to congregate in these mere 
few blocks of downtown Van-
couver. That was the story of 
the Chinese throughout North 
America, but it is worth consid-
ering in regards to Vancouver 
because we are supposed to 

SPencie’S VieW

Russia invaded Georgia mainly 
because it was in Russia’s interest. 
Under the pretext that Georgia 
was conducting a military opera-
tion in one of its own provinces 
(the breakaway province of South 
Ossetia, which is de jure part of 
Georgia but de facto an indepen-
dent country), Russia had just in-
vaded its neighbour. The actions 
of the Georgian forces were ad-
mittedly a bit foolish but certainly 
not a reason for invasion.

Most world leaders, George 
W. Bush among them, have con-
demned Russia for its bold move 
against international law. But 
frankly, when it comes to giv-
ing lessons on respecting inter-
national law, the inventor of the 
“pre-emptive strike” is the worst 
person to give advices.

For its own interest, the US in-
vaded Iraq in 2003. Iraq has the 
second largest oil reserves in the 
world (after Saudi Arabia). The 
Persian Gulf (where both Iraq 
and Saudi Arabia are located) is 
well under the American sphere 
of influence. The Caspian Sea re-
gion has the second largest oil 
reserves in the world. During the 
Cold War, the Caspian Sea was 
largely under the control of Mos-
cow. However since the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, the US has 
grown to become a strong influ-
ence in the region.

Because of a whim of geogra-
phy, the Caspian Sea reserves are 
landlocked inside the Eurasian 
continent. To get oil out of there, 
one must transport it through 
other countries. Until recently, for 
geographic or political reasons, 
all the oil from the Caspian Sea 
and Central Asia was transported 
through Russia. When a new pipe-
line was built in 2005, it had made 
Georgia the only country outside 
of Russia through which the Cas-
pian Sea oil could be transported. 
Russia does not want money or 
oil; it has both. What Russia pur-
sued by invading Georgia was 
control: control over the world’s 
second largest oil reserves.

In the last few years, Russia has 
grown rapidly to become a se-
cluded and authoritarian regime. 

Long gone are the times of the 
early 90s, when the country expe-
rienced some degree of political 
freedom. Along with restrictions 
of liberties, Russia has grown to be 
increasingly defiant to the West. 
Putin’s regime transformed a 
promising democracy back into an 
authoritarian state. Unfortunately, 
for most people in Russia, democ-
racy has been synonym with cor-
ruption and unemployment, while 
Putin’s authoritarianism is asso-
ciated with order and economic 
growth. Consequently, democracy 
has almost no chance to succeed in 
Russia any time soon.

To control Caspian Sea oil and 
its access to the West, Moscow in-
vaded Georgia. The same concept 
of blind national interest drove 
Bush, when he invaded Iraq five 
years ago. In both cases, the rea-
sons for the move (protecting eth-
nic minorities in Georgia; remo-
ving weapons of mass destruction 
in Iraq) have been seen as a weak 
pretext that did not convince 
many people.

When he talks about respect-
ing other countries’ territorial 
integrity, Bush has absolutely no 
credibility. Russia’s move is ba-
sically applying Bush’s doctrine 
of pre-emptive strike in its own 
national interest, without any re-
gard to international law or just 
plain decency.

the hammer of canadaBush giving 
lessons to Russia?

have the second largest Chinese 
community outside of Asia, next 
to San Francisco.

Having lived here for a while, I 
know that this city is more than 
just British and Chinese. For ten 
years, I lived in the Commercial 
Drive area, which was and to 
some extent still is Little Italy. 
It was here that the Italians con-
gregated and, like the Chinese, 
provided cheap labor to the city’s 
capitalists, most notably on the 
docks. They were also, histori-
cally, a quite militant section of 
the working class, often lead-
ing strikes and noted for their 
physical endurance. The bosses 
of BC would complain during 
a strike that the Italians were 
unbeatable because, as they 
put it, “they lived exclusively off  
of macaroni.”

That period had long since end-
ed by the time I moved into the 
Commercial Drive neighborhood. 
It had become predominantly 
Portuguese and Vietnamese, a 
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true story of Ian Hamilton’s 1950s 
theft of the Coronation Stone—a 
royal relic passed between Scot-
land and England throughout 
history.  

If the go-local is something a 
viewer wants to observe in this 
festival, he can also look out for 
BC films, like Neil Burns’s Edison 
and Leo, considered one of the 
“first stop-motion animated fea-
tures” in Canada, or Control Alt 
Delete, where Cameron Labine 
takes a man’s dependence on 
computer to romantic and even-
tually sexual proportions. 

What sets these films apart 
from the other 500? “The films 
must be in some way exceptional, 
or they just don’t make the cut,” 
said McEvoy. “In fact, even being 
exceptional is not enough. The 
film has to fit into our program 
as it develops.” 

Owing to the focus of this year’s 
environmental films on water 
and animals, VIFF changed their 
Climate for Change series to The 

by  FRÉdÉRIc Van caEnEgEm 
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fact which testifies to the eth-
nic diversification of the city. It 
was a few years of living there 
before I learned that I was in 
the historical Italian heart of 
the city. Although it still has a 
plethora of Italian restaurants, 
sports bars, coffee shops, and 
barber shops, the Italian own-
ers of these businesses have 
long since departed to the af-
fluent West End. Now they hire 
Portuguese and Vietnamese to 
work in their enterprises.

I have come to regard Van-
couver as my city, and I am very 
much a product of its new cha-
racter: multiracial, cosmopoli-
tan and a part of the world. The 
era which once defined it, that 
of Loyalists, fealty to the mo-
narchy and pride in the Anglo-
Saxon race, while never having 
gone away entirely, seems like 
something from ancient histo-
ry rather than recent memory. 
Indeed, I cannot remember a 
time without the Skytrain!

Ark: Elements and Animals. The 
selection includes Sam Bozzo’s 
Blue Gold: World Water Wars and 
Astrid Bussink’s Lost Colony. “We 
try to be responsive to the films,” 
Franey claimed, saying that they 
might even have to change the 
banner again if the environmen-
tal movies take on a different 
slant next year.

So many films, so little time! To 
fully enjoy what the VIFF has to 

offer, Franey recommends con-
sulting the Program Catalogue, 
now available at the Vancity The-
ater and most Chapter stores. 
The festival, after all, can surely 
reach out across all cultural and 
genre-based preferences – the 
films are all rare treats. “The fes-
tival is constantly reinvented as 
people make new films,” Franey 
pointed out. “We don’t have re-
peat performances.” 

For this edition, Frédéric Van 
Caenegem, the French Editor 
of The Source, is replacing our 
regular political columnist 
Serge Corbeil, who has lost 
his father. The team of The 
Source expresses our deep-
est condolences to Mr. Corbeil 
and his family for their loss.

Postcard from Hamilton
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the hammer of canada
Greetings from Onterrible, I 
mean Ontario. My flight landed 
in Toronto at 2:30 am on Sat-
urday. I wasn’t tired, it being 
11:30 pm on Friday in Vancouver. 
That’s around the time I’m just 
gearing up for a night out on the 
town. So I was anxious to get off 
the airplane. As I left the airport, 
the most distinctive thing about 
Southern Ontario hit me square 
in the face – the humidity. Boy 
does it ever get humid here! I 
felt I couldn’t breathe, as my 
lungs readjusted to the air. But 
alas, it is one of the things that 
define the region. I guess my 
lungs and I have been spoiled in 
Vancouver, with its fresh air and 
no humidity or pollution linger-
ing around. 

Arriving in Toronto by night 

is a better sight than by day: at 
least the night sky hides the smog 
that is ever present, sometimes 
thicker than at other times. The 
CN Tower always shows herself, 
letting you know where you are. 
It is impossible to live anywhere 
in Canada and not know at the 
very least that Toronto exists. 
Most people recognize it (love it 
or hate it) as the centre of Can-
ada. Of course that title should 
rightfully belong to Winnipeg, 
but people don’t flock to Win-
nipeg to soak up its bitter cold, 
or be eaten alive by mosquitoes, 
so Toronto takes the title for its 
relatively decent weather and its 
economic place in Canada. 

Toronto is where it all is: en-
tertainment, business, sports, 
culture, diversity, and of course 

the CN Tower. Renown around 
the world, Toronto is estab-
lished as one of the most promi-
nent cities in Canada. However, I 
haven’t been staying in Toronto. 
I’ve been staying in Hamilton, 
little known yet recognizable 
city at the corner of Lake On-
tario, between Niagara Falls and 
Toronto. 

I emigrated from El Salvador 
directly to Hamilton in 1986. 
There are a couple of things as-
sociated with Hamilton that are 
instantly recognizable around 
Canada. For CFL fans it is the 
Tiger Cats and Ivor Wynne 
Stadium (the worst and least 
popular stadium of all the CFL 
fields). 

The other and more widely 
known thing is Tim Horton’s, 

its coffee and everything else 
that comes with it. And then of 
course there is the cause of Ham-
ilton being called the “Armpit” 
of Ontario; its steel mills. Along-
side this unflattering nickname 
there are other more favourable 
names, such as “Steel City”, “The 
Bay City” and the best of all “The 
Hammer”.

Hamilton is indeed distinctive 
in its own right. The perception 
of Hamilton is an unclean one. It 
is an industrial city; the side ef-
fects of those industries are ob-
vious. There is also a drug prob-
lem in the city, with crack being 
the drug of choice and prosti-
tution existing in its east end. 
Just as Vancouver has its social 
issues, so does Hamilton. Aside 
from that, you can certainly 
find kinder things to say about  
Hamilton. 

City by the bay is a good way 
to describe Hamilton. It has been 
raining a lot here so they’ve got-

ten a taste of Vancouver weather 
and the green aftermath that 
comes with it. It is good to see 
the contrast of the blue of the 
bay and the lush green. Hamil-
ton also has a “mountain”. Well 
it is not exactly a mountain the 
likes of Seymour or Grouse in 
Vancouver. In fact it is just the 
escarpment that runs from Niag-
ara on. It is the closest thing to a 
mountain in southern Ontario. It 
also serves as the upper part of 
the city, where more homes are 
found than apartments. From its 
heights you can see the lower 
city, Lake Ontario, and on a clear, 
smog-free day you can even see 
Toronto. You just can’t get away 
from it.

So I’m here for one week, but 
as the saying goes, it is good to 
be here because I know I’m leav-
ing. See you soon Vancouver, my 
lungs and I miss you. 

Samuel Ramos

Postcard from Hamilton
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Pinot Noir   
on Youngberg Hill

Are you worried about your 
job? Are overdue credit card 
bills causing you anxiety? For-
get your troubles and cherish 
the moment. Allow yourself to 
become lost in the romance of a 
summer sunset. Indulge in the 
magic of a wine whose beautiful 
explosion of bright fruit, dark 
chocolate, and creamy caramel 
gently kisses your lips and ca-
resses your tongue. Living in the 
moment feeds the soul, warms 
the heart, and makes life more 
than just a mundane set of plans 
and chores.

As I watched the sunset at Kits 
Beach, sipping 2006 Seghesio 
Sonoma Zinfandel, I couldn’t 
quite understand why the cops 
fined me $200 for drinking alco-
hol at the beach, why my credit 
card maxed out, and why my 
boss put me on an “action plan”. 
Maybe “livin’ in the moment” 
isn’t all it’s cracked up to be. 

It was time I learned about 
planning and responsibility. So 
I jumped in my car and headed 
to California to learn about vi-
ticulture and the winemaking 
process. I hadn’t contacted any 
winemakers, but sometimes fate 
has a way of helping us learn our 
lessons despite ourselves. 

As I barreled down highway 
I5, flying debris from a truck hit 
my windshield and shattered it. 
Stranded in the middle of Or-
egon, I found myself checking-in 
to the most serene wine country 
B&B. Youngberg Hill’s inn and 
winery are perched on a stun-
ning hilltop vineyard, about 10 
minutes from McMinnville, in 
the heart of Willamette Valley. 
While I may have been search-
ing for zinfandel in Sonoma, 
I was delighted to find that 
Youngberg’s winemaker/viti-
culturalist Wayne Bailey makes 
some of the best pinot noir I have  

ever tasted. 
Wayne graciously spent a day 

with me, walking the sloped 
rows of vines, tasting grapes, 
and discussing his philosophy 
on harvesting great pinot noir. 
Wayne grew up on a farm, and he 
firmly believes that any worth-
while wine is one that reflects 
purity of fruit and a true expres-
sion of terroir. Terroir refers to 
the unique natural environment 
in which the grapes are grown; 
imparting particular f lavours 
and aromas to the finished wine. 

Youngberg Hill’s Jordan block 
of Pommard clone vines for ex-
ample, is planted in Willakenzie 
soil. This rocky, low top soil is 
similar to Burgundy, thus natu-
rally allowing the grapes to 
develop the bright fruit, mush-
room, and earthy flavour pro-
files that traditional pinot noir 
lovers adore. To achieve this, 
Wayne employs a biodynamic 
viticulture system. His holistic 
approach emphasizes the sym-
biosis of the soil, plant, and cli-
mate, along with organic sprays 
and nutrients. 

Biodynamic viticulture be-
gan with the teachings of Ru-
dolf Steiner (1861–1925), whose 
course on agriculture in 1924 is 
often credited with giving birth 
to organics. The principle be-
hind it is to understand the eco-
logical, energetic, and spiritual 
nature of the vineyard and allow 
it to develop without artificial 
influence. A viticulturist uses 
his instinctive connection to the 
land, experience, and scientific 
knowledge to allow grapes to 
mature to a perfect harmony of 
acidity and sweetness. 

Wayne meticulously monitors 
every inch of his vines over the 
10 month growing period, nur-
turing the health and vitality 
of every grape on every cluster. 

When the grapes taste per-
fect right off the vine, it’s har-
vest time. In the winery, Wayne 
takes a hands-off approach. The 
result – the Youngberg Hill 
2006 Barrel Select Pinot Noir 
– is remarkable. The nose could  
easily be mistaken for classic 
Burgundy, with earthy aromas 
of farmland and mushroom, but 
with a sense of coastal breeze 
that makes it uniquely Oregon. 
The revelation for me was on the 
palate. I could taste the grapes I 
hand picked from the vineyard. 
The proof was in the glass. 

Youngberg Hill wines are 
not yet sold in B.C. However, 
here are some other available  
Oregon wineries I highly recom-
mend: Lachini, Thomas, Cristom, 
Bergstrom, Ayoub, Maysara, and 
Beaux Frères. 

With my car windshield  
repaired, I headed home. As I 
learned with wine, if I truly want 
to live in the moment, I also need 
to plan and be responsible. May-
be I’ll pay that Visa bill after all! 

Enjoy, and please… Drink Out-
side the Box!

Youngberg Hill’s w ebsite 
http://www.youngberghill.com/ 

M Y v ideos froM tHe tr ip
h t t p :// w w w.y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=2b86wVYo47M and 
h t t p :// w w w.y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=MFyYm0l4kpo

I would love to hear from you. 
Please e-mail me at: jeffrey@
thelasource.com  
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by  jEFFREy bRoWn

Biodynamic Viticulture in Oregon.

According to the Sociology text-
book, Sociology: A Down-to-Earth 
Approach (fourth Canadian edi-
tion), the voter turnout at federal 
elections have decreased from 
79.4% in 1958 to 60.5% in 2004. On 
the other hand, Statistics Canada 
states that over the past 100 years, 
the number of visible minorities is 
growing. In fact, of the 1.8 million 
immigrants in Canada, 58% were 
from Asia. With that in mind, a 
nagging question festers – is there 
a correlation?

Focusing on the Chinese-Cana-
dian community, we conducted 
a small survey of its members, 
asking whether or not they vote, 
and the reasons behind their de-
cisions. With a notebook, a pencil 
and a camera handy, we inter-
viewed many Chinese-Canadians 
sitting around Richmond Center. 

We purposely chose those who 
looked bored and not in a rush. 
As we approached them, they 
looked up curiously, and we po-
litely asked whether or not they 
would consent to an interview. A 
few agreed. However, upon hear-
ing the words “federal election”, 
many looked uncomfortable and 
quickly changed their minds 
about answering the questions. 
We persisted and asked why they 
weren’t interested, and the reply 
was “Sorry, we don’t vote.”

The majority of the people we 
asked do not vote, and we came 
up with some interesting reasons. 
A group of elderly Chinese-Cana-
dians said, “We’re old, so we don’t 
bother to vote. We give our ballots 
to our kids.” 

Two of the women we inter-
viewed were not yet Canadian  

a right or a burden?

“VotIng” sEE PagE 5

To vote or not to vote?

VoTIng

by  sElEna zhong
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When we read, we do things 
impossible in our mundane ex-
istence, go places we can never 
reach by public transportation: 
we fly among the stars, dance at 
Regency balls, or follow a canny 
detective in her search for a kill-
er. We travel between the pages.
My recent reading journey en-
compassed the past and the fu-
ture and spanned across all the 
continents of Earth except Ant-
arctica. I took a trip to the realm 
of English language. My guide 
was Canadian journalist Mark 

Abley, the author of the book The 
Prodigal Tongue: Dispatches from 
the Future of English.

According to Abley’s book, Eng-
lish is changing, and the process 
is irreversible. Like a living being, 
charming and aggressive, English 
eagerly absorbs new words and 
ideas from millions who speak 
it. It discards obsolete formulas, 
plays with new possibilities, and 
sprouts young offshoots in every 
region of the globe. The author 
revels in his tongue’s overwhelm-
ing life force and its roarific mo-

bility. You don’t know the word? 
Read the book.

Some people are terrified 
by the changes. Grammarians, 
mostly native speakers of the 
tongue, want the language to 
remain proper and predictable, 
abiding by the rules. Like parents 
who want their child to stay out of 
trouble, these traditionalists are 
bound to be disappointed. The 
language doesn’t belong to them 
anymore. English is on the move, 
growing, running free, breaking 
artificial shackles and expanding 
boundaries. Not for the noobs, 
Abley insists. You don’t know the 
word? Read the book.

In it, the author examines the 
exploding “verbal revolution”, its 
reasons, directions, and parti-
sans. The place of honor belongs 
to teenagers and the Internet. 
Disregarding regulations, young 
trailblazers fearlessly create new 
words on Facebook and in chat 
rooms. Although their cant in 
cell phone messages might seem 
gibberish to old-fashioned pur-
ists, Abley luxuriates in it. And 
he passes his enthusiasm to the 
readers. After reading his book, 
even an old broad like me wants 
to exclaim: “foshizzle!” You don’t 
know the word? Read the book.  

Abley cites many other sources 
of new words: TV series, immi-
grants, typing mistakes, trans-
lations, and fiction writers. Five 
centuries ago, Shakespeare 
launched quite a few new words 
himself. The tradition continues. 
The word that everyone uses to-
day—cyberspace—was coined 
in 1984 by science fiction writer 
William Gibson. The word womlu 
was born on the Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer’s online forum. You don’t 

mark abley and his english
know the word? Read the book. 

Abley had put in mountains of 
research to find out how and why 
new words come into being. For 
example, do you know that the 
word teenager was first printed 
in 1921 in a small newspaper in 
Victoria, BC? History of the most 
revered Oxford English Dictionary 
(OED) and the impact of slang on the 
language occupy about the equal 
number of pages in the book. 

Abley also traveled a lot, wit-
nessing the way modern technol-
ogies erode cultural and linguis-
tic borders. English as the domi-
nant language of the Web grows 
deep roots in Asia, Africa, and 
Europe. In many countries, espe-
cially in Asia, fluency in English 
brings prestige and power. But as 
the language penetrates the lo-
cal lingo, it mutates and adapts, 
becoming Singlish in Singapoure, 
Manglish in Malaysia, and Spang-
lish in Southern California. Words 
of different tongues infiltrate 
both ways. Languages become 
porous, digesting each other and 

creating something resembling a 
universal tongue. And we all are 
the creators. 

A real connoisseur, Abley rel-
ishes every new word he comes 
in contact with, sharing his de-
light with the readers. Convinced 
that even ugly or clumsy words 
have the right to live, he lets the 
time be a judge. The writer him-
self doesn’t judge. Irreverent 
and courageous, he is not afraid 
to pronounce his ignorance. He 
chuckles at himself. Let’s laugh 
together, he offers. I read a lot, 
but I don’t remember laughing as 
hard as I did reading about the 
mischievous escapades of Eng-
lish language in Abley’s book. Do 
you know about the anecdotal 
relationship between the expres-
sion ‘couch potato’, OED, and the 
British Potato Council? No? Read 
the book.

If you’re a lover of words, a 
gourmet of quirky sentences, 
a curious student of slang, or a 
zealot of grammar, read the book. 
You won’t be disappointed.

The Owl’s bookshelf.
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citizens. So we asked, “In the fu-
ture, when you do become citizens 
of Canada, would you participate 
in the election?” Their answer 
was “Yes.” To our dismay, the 
women continued talking, and we 
found out that they were dissatis-
fied with the way Paul Martin ran 
our country and would like to see 
another Prime Minister leading 
Canada. Hopefully, those women 
will realize that Paul Martin is not 
our current Prime Minister before 
they start voting.

Another interviewee was a 
young girl who has not yet at-
tained her Canadian citizenship. 
We asked her if she would vote 
upon becoming a citizen. She an-
swered, “No.” According to her, 
her last concern was politics. She 
was more worried about earning 
a living in Vancouver and had no 
time to think about voting.

Norm, born and raised in Cana-
da, was a recent high school grad-
uate. His answer interested us the 
most. When asked if he would vote 
in the upcoming federal election, 
he answered, “No, I’m not going 
to vote because I don’t think I will 
make a difference.” He paused and 
then continued, “Actually, when I 
was in grade 12, my teacher asked 
my class the exact same question, 
and I think about 70% of the class 
said they’re not going to vote.”

Out of all the people we asked, 
only two claimed they voted.
The older Chinese-Canadians are 
affecting the decreasing number 
of votes, but they are not the only 
culprits. The younger generation 
is also at fault.

With the election only weeks 
away, who will attend? Considering 
the fact that the Chinese commu-
nity is so large, if that community 
does not vote and if the younger 
generation has no interest in vot-
ing either, then who will vote?

by  olga lIVshIn
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CulTural  
Calendar
vancouver international 
filM festival (viff)  
September 25–October 10, 2008
Vancity Theatre
1181 Seymour St, Vancouver BC
http://www.viff.org 

Critically acclaimed as “an 
unspoiled celebration of world 
cinema,” the 27th Vancouver 
International Film Festival 
(VIFF) brings you films from 
60 countries. VIFF is among 
the five largest film festivals in 
North America, screening 350 
films, most of them twice, on 10 
screens over 16 days. Make sure 
you come check it out!

***** 
tHe MuseuM of 
antHropologY: “tHe 
inaugur al MicHael M. 
aMes MeMorial lecture”

October 2, 2008, 7:00 pm
UBC Robson Square
800 Robson St, Vancouver BC
http://www.moa.ubc.ca 

“He tuporo teretere: People 
severed from their land have no 
direction – A Maori tribute to 
the late Michael Ames.”

MOA is pleased to present the 
first bi-annual lecture on critical 
museology and visual culture in 
memory of former MOA director 
Michael Ames. The talk will be 
given by Maori scholar Paul 
Tapsell, Senior Research Fellow, 
James Henare Maori Research 
Centre, University of Auckland.

*****
Music on Main presents 
a MontH of tuesdaYs  
October 7–March 31, 2008
The Cellar Restaurant & Jazz 
Club 3611 West Broadway  
Vancouver BC
http://www.musiconmain.ca/ 

FRom sEPtEmbER 23 to octobER 7, 2008

A Month of Tuesdays returns 
to the Cellar Restaurant & Jazz 
Club for evenings of great music 
in one of the city’s most intimate 
venues. Get ready for top flight 
musicians, great music and a 
casual yet engaging atmosphere. 
Audience members order dinner 
and drinks before the concert 
or at intermission, then when 
the bar service stops for the 
performance, everyone listens 
with a renewed intensity!  

***** 
tHe unnatur al HistorY  
of stanleY park.
September 25, 2008– 
February 15, 2009 
Vancouver Museum
1100 Chestnut St, Vancouver BC
www.vanmuseum.bc.ca 

We interfered with, altered, and 
rearranged Stanley Park’s forests, 
creatures and people to make 
nature more ‘natural’.  With “The 
Unnatural History of Stanley Park” 
exhibit, the Vancouver Museum 
sheds some light on puzzling 
blind spots in our romance with 
this national treasure, which 
turns 120 this year.  The exhibit 
showcases souvenirs collected 
by park visitors over 120 years, 
behind-the-scenes stories of the 
parks plants, animals, people 

and landmarks.

***** 
eartHsave canada 
taste of HealtH food & 
lifestYle festival
September 26–28, 2008
Croatian Cultural Centre
3250 Commercial Drive
Vancouver BC
www.earthsave.ca 

The 10th Annual Earthsave 
Canada Taste of Health Food 
Festival includes exhibits, 
workshops, presentations, a 
veggie food court, and cooking 
demonstrations, all designed to 
showcase plant-based foods.

***** 
ligHt tHe nigHt
September 27, 2008
Ceperley Park in Stanley Park
www.lightthenight.ca 

Light the Night is a 5km twilight 
walk along the seawall to 
raise money and awareness 
for blood cancer research in 
Canada. The event is an annual 
fundraiser for The Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society of Canada. All 
participants receive a twinkling 
balloon. You will enjoy a night 
of music, entertainment, food & 
drinks, children’s activities and 

by  mElIssa andERson

much more. 

*****
tHeatresports league 
presents iprove
September 23–November 8, 2008
Wednesday and Thursdays  
at 7:30 pm;  
Friday and Saturday at 8 pm
Vancouver TheatreSports 
League, 1601 Johnston St,  
New Revue Stage, Vancouver BC
http://www.vtsl.com 

Taking the Internet offline and 
putting it On Stage!

Vancouver TheatreSports 
League is thrilled to announce 
that due to popular demand, 
iProv is held over! Each night, 
performers will surf the 
net, stumble upon your blog, 
poke your friends and shuffle 
through your favorite iTunes. 
Whether it’s newly uploaded 
images on Flickr or a couple 
of profiles on plentyoffish.
com, the internet + improve 
= 90 minutes of hilarious fun.
Vancouver TheatreSports 
League is a unique professional 
theatre organization dedicated 
to the growth and exploration 
of exceptional improve-based 
work for the purpose of 
challenging and inspiring the 
community. 

 


